
Welcome to the North West Kent FHS mid November 2024 enews 

 

Thank you for reading our enews.  

 

If you are receiving this for the first time, perhaps because you gave your email address at the recent 

Orpington u3a event - welcome. 

The enews is usually circulated fortnightly so you won't be bombarded.  And you can unsubscribe at any 

time either by replying or by clicking on Unsubscribe at the foot of the email.. 

................................. 

If you aren't a Society member yet, please do take a look at our amazing events 

programme which has events running until December 

2025.  https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/events/overview/all-upcoming-meetings 

 

In 2025 our Zoom Talks are re-starting on the 2nd Thursday evening of each 

month. Speakers and topics on different aspects of family history are already booked for 

the first half of the year. These talks will be for paid up members only but now is the best 

time to join because your £10 annual membership (£12 joint members) lasts until 31 

December 2025. 

 

The Zoom talks will start at 7.30 p.m. promptly. Members will be able to join from 7.15 to chat before the talks start. 

 

To get the zoom codes use the contact form on the website (nwkfhs.org.uk  and scroll to the Contact Us heading at the 

very bottom) to send an message mentioning Zoom Codes with your name, email address and membership number, 

requesting you are added to the register to receive an email at the beginning of each month giving you links for all the 

zoom events for that month. 

 

There will be a question and answer session after each talk, which will not be recorded. 

 

Any recordings will be available in the Members Only area of our website for a limited time afterwards.  

............... 

If you are wondering what to get someone for Christmas who doesn't need more 'stuff' 

why not buy a Gift membership of our Society. Same low price as normal membership. 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/about/membership/our-membership/#options 

 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/about/membership/our-membership/#gift-membership 

 

If you need help with membership, contact our Membership Secretary 

via https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/?location=1#Contact mentioning Membership. 

................................ 
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Dartford Branch December Talk:  Oh No It Isn't - A History of Pantomime with Pete Allen 

Saturday 7 December: Doors Open 9.45am Meeting starts 10.30am 

Dartford Science and Technology College, Heath Lane, Dartford Kent DA1 2LY  

Pete is the Director of the R.C. Sherriff Trust, an arts charity, and works extensively as a professional 

theatre director and film-maker. 

What is it about Pantomime that attracts us to this strange concoction of fairy tales, dance, jokes, songs 

and cross-dressing?  And what is it really like to play the back end of a Pantomime cow?  

All this, and the answer to whether something really is behind you, will be answered in this festive talk 

about what has become one of the great British Christmas traditions. 

This should be an enjoyable and appropriate start to our Christmas season. 

Doors open 9.45am. The meeting / talk will start at 10.30am and end by 12.30pm. 

The talks venue has a large, free car park but it is shared with other users and can be busy at times. 

 

No booking, just turn up. Free to members. A donation towards hall hire and speaker fee is appreciated 

from visitors. 

..................... 

Sevenoaks Branch December Talk: The Vindication of Christmas, How the Puritan clamp down 

on Christmas caused the end of the Civil War in Kent with Peter Daniel 

Saturday 14 December Doors open 10.45am meeting starts 11am 

Otford Village Memorial Hall 28A High Street, Otford, Kent TN14 5PQ 

This talk looks at how the Puritan clampdown on Christmas led to the end of Civil War in Kent. 

Peter has lived most of his life in and around Crayford and is an experienced lecturer. 

No booking, just turn up.  Free to members. A donation towards hall hire and speaker fee is appreciated 

from visitors. 

There is a large public car park (payment required) adjacent to the hall but it can be busy. 

.............................................. 

Workshops, Special Interest and Discussion Groups - for Members Only 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/events/overview/all-upcoming-meetings 

 

There are dozens of Workshops and Discussion Groups via Zoom to cater for members who cannot get 

to our Library - which is the venue, on Wednesdays, for our in person workshops. 

 

The wealth of expertise amongst the Society members who volunteer to lead these groups is amazing.  I 

wonder if other Societies put on this number of training sessions for their members. 

 

Membership of our Society is only £10 a year and if you join after 1 October membership lasts 

until 31 December 2025.  https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/about/membership/our-membership/#options 

 

If any Society members missed a workshop which they would have liked to attend, or it filled up, see here 

for videos of some past workshops:   https://nwkfhs.org.uk/events/workshops/past-zoom-workshop-

videos 
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Note the above link will only work for Society members logged into the website. 

 

Attending Workshops and Discussion Groups 

 

Groups meeting at the Library 

These must be booked individually - the website link explains how to reserve your place.  This is essential 

as numbers have to be kept to ten due to space restrictions. 

 

Zoom talks, discussion group and workshops 

These do not have to be booked individually, but you do need to register in order to be sent the Zoom 

links. The website link for each Zoom group explains how you register. 

--------------------- 

Many, many thanks to our volunteer workshop coordinators for arranging our exciting programme of 

workshops, and to the workshop leaders who all give their time freely.  

 

Society Members, click on the workshop website links below which will explain how to join the workshop or 

discussion group. 

 

20 November 10.20am Zoom DNA Discussion Group with Laura Lincoln 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/events/overview/all-upcoming-meetings/zoom-discussion-group/zoom-dna-discussion-group-

with-laura-lincoln-23 

 

27 November 10.30am Library Writing Group with Pauline Heathcote 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/events/overview/all-upcoming-meetings/future-workshops/library-writing-group-with-

pauline-heathcote-6 

 

27 November 7.30pm Zoom Record Closure Rules and How We Can Find Sources to Compensate with David Cufley 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/events/overview/all-upcoming-meetings/zoom-workshop/zoom-workshop-record-closure-

rules-and-how-we-can-find-sources-to-compensate-with-david-cufley 

 

4 December 10.30am Zoom Discussion Group: What do we wish we had asked our relatives? with Ann Clarke 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/events/overview/all-upcoming-meetings/zoom-discussion-group/zoom-discussion-group-

what-do-we-wish-we-had-asked-our-relatives-with-ann-clarke 

 

11 December 10.30am Zoom DNA Discussion Group with Laura Lincoln 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/events/overview/all-upcoming-meetings/zoom-discussion-group/zoom-dna-discussion-group-

with-laura-lincoln-24 

 

18 December 7.30pm ZOOM Discussion Group: Let’s talk about Christmas Family Traditions with David 

Cufley 

Perhaps your family had a tradition at Christmas for celebrating the holiday, the food they ate or how their 

home was decorated. 

https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/events/overview/all-upcoming-meetings/zoom-discussion-group/zoom-

discussion-group-with-david-cufley-let-s-talk-about-christmas-family-traditions 
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............................... 

Society Library 

 

The Society Library is open every Wednesday for members to do their own research, socialise, 

participate in library based workshops and discussion groups and receive help from the library volunteers. 

 

You can use the library's PCs to access Ancestry - and FindMyPast (which currently does NOT 

include access to the 1921 census, something we are investigating with the library).  We suggest joining 

Kent Libraries as you can then access these websites from your own device whilst in the library which 

eases pressure on the demand for library PCs. 

 

Non-members, on Wednesdays you can join the Society at the library.  

 

80 Summerhouse Drive, Joydens Wood, Bexley Kent DA5 2EE Free parking in nearby side roads.  

 

The library is open from 10am to 4pm but it greatly helps the volunteers if visitors with research queries 

call in earlier in the day rather than later. Please also bring as much information as you already have 

about the ancestor you are researching. 

 

Advance Notice for Library Visitors: on Wednesday 27 November between 10am and 2pm it will not 

be possible to access the books held by the Society as they are stored in a room which will be in use for a 

meeting. 

 

The Library will be closed on Public Holidays - Wednesdays 25 December and 1 January. 

............................................. 

The next enews will be 1 December and articles should please reach me as soon as possible, and by 28 

November latest. For those who don't already have my email address please use this contact 

form: https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/?location=1#Contact 

 

Advance note: there won't be a mid December enews. 

................................................... 

Click on our other links        https://www.nwkfhs.org.uk/community/news-

journals/blog      Facebook      Flickr       https://twitter.com/nwkfhs 

------------------------------------ 

 

I am a volunteer creating this e-news in my 'spare time' but, if you do notice any errors, please tell me, so 

that they are not carried forward to the next edition. 

Please contact me if there's anything you want to say about enews. Use the contact form 

here: https://nwkfhs.org.uk/?location=1#Contact 

Please mention it to others and encourage them to sign up so that we can keep society members and 

anyone interested in family history informed of NWKFHS activities. 

 

Stella Eames, Editor https://nwkfhs.org.uk/?location=1#Contact 

North West Kent Family History Society     Registered Charity No 282627 
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