Ernest Christopher Youens (185-1933), Photographer and Antiquarian

Ernest Youens wagsartof an enterprising and artistic family who livedDartford. Heworked for
the family firm asa basket makeandlater became professionaphobgrapherErnestwasalso the
first curator ofDartford Museum.

Ernest wadorn on November 291856the eighth of ninechildren ¢wo girlsand seven boys) born
to William and Caroline Youens, who married in 1&3dmoved to Dartford in about 1845. Thei
children wereCaroline (18391919, Ralph (18411910), FranK18441910), Jesse (184120),
William (18481930, Albert Frederick (185A931), Clement Thomas (188®19),Agnes Maud
(18551855),Ernest Christopher (1851933) and Urban Percival John §B81927). William

Youens was a basket maker who was born in Fulham, a son of Thomas Youens, alsonadiasket
His wife Caroline nee Eves, was born in Chatham.
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Hourglass family tree of Ernest Christopher Youens

The 1851 census shows William Youens argdfamily living at Willow Cottage in Lowfield Street,
Dartford. William was a devouhonconformistChristian. He lent a room in Willow Cottage to a
group of Strict Baptists for them to worship irhi§ was known as Antioch ChapédlVilliam
attended théndependent Chapel in Lowfield Street and his wife Caroline vieacher at the
Sunday School thete

Thomas Youens (grandfather of Ernest) had three childremelgaVilliam (father of Ernest), Jane
and Mary. His daughters married in the 184fdemigated to America In 1858 Thomas, then

aged 74, travelled to Texashewith his daughtersThree ofWi | | i a mo samayRardlingr e n
(aged 21), Frank (34and Jesse (12) went with hiDartford Library has a copy of letters
(transcribed) that Ralph Yens sent to his siblings Texasover the period 859 to 18786 Frank

and Jesse both served in the Confederate Aomgbout 7 monthduring thelatter part of the
AmericanCivil War (which lastedrom 1861 to 65)By 1859, William and his family had maed to
Tower Cottage, Tower Road, Dartford. This was a house that William built with his own hands.
was designed innaunusuaktyle that incorporated some architectural features of a church. The
buildingwas demolished in about 198 spiritualist chtch now occupies the sitdh 1871,Jesse
Youens built a house in Navasota, Texas in the style of Tower Cottage. It still stands and has been
declared a Texas Historic Landmark.
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Tower CottagelS Tower Road, Dartforith about 190Qphoto from Dartford lerary)

In 1861, the familyiVing in Tower Cottage, Dartfordonsisted of William Youens (47, a basket

maker), his wife Caroline (44) and their children Ralph (19), William (12), Albert (10), ClgB)ent

Ernest (4)and Urban (Er nest was admitted t o attforéindes| ey an
1867, when he was aged®10

William Youens (father of Ernest) died in 1870, aged 56, of hitseseé The 1871 census shows

Caroline Youens (a widow age@)mt Tower Cottage, Dartfordlso living here were her sons

Ralph @9), Albert (20), Ernest 14) and Urban (11)all shown as basket makers. Their business was
advertised in the 1872 Perryébés Directory of D

WEST KENT

Wushet € Siede Wanntuctory

Tower Road, West Huill, Dartford.

The Public are respectfully informed that persons requiring any Article
in the above line will consult their own advantage by applying per-
gonally or by post to

YOUENS BROTHERS,

Who guarantee every article made by them of the best quality at the
lowest possible price.

BASKET CARRIAGE WORK OF ANY KIND DONE ON
THE SHORTEST NOTICE.

Fancy Baskets neatly Repaired. Chairs Re-bottomed with either
Plain or Ornamental Seats.

Advertplaced byYouens Brothers (1872)



William Youens (Ernestoés brother) travelledtoiTexas E| |
later that year vih Clement Youendn 1881, theYouensfamily in Dartfordconsisted of Caroline

(63), Ralph (39), Clement (28, who had returned from America) and Ernest (24). The sons were all
basket makers anthmarried As a sidelire, Ernest kept bees at Tower Cottage and sold the honey.
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In 1887, Ernest married Kate Plastow in Dartford. He was aged 30, she was 29. Kate was born in
Dartford. In the 1881 census, she is shown as a needle mistiesdvattopolitan Imbecile Asylum

and School in Darenth (on the outskirts of DartfoEihest and Kate went on to have three children,
Harold Ernest (b 1888), Marian Kate (b 1891) and Dorothy May (b 1896). The census in 1891 shows
Ernest (34, basket makeKate (33) and Harold (3) living at 17 Tower Ro&t nest 6 s mot he
Caroline (73) was still livingnext doorat 15 Tower Road with her unmarried sons Ralph (49),

Clement (38), Albert (40) and Urban (31). Ralph and Clement were basket makers. Albert and Urba
were both descri bed &aolirfeXouens dieth 1894ageddad. ur al f | o

Blank invoice for Youens honey

Inaboutl1 897, Ernest decided to seek a |living as a
forthatyear ont ai ns t he entry @ lt7o gTroayebrO0Ra@sus shoks Y o u
Ernest (44, photographer), Kate (42), Harold (13), Marian (9) and Dorothy (5) living at 17 & 19

Tower Roadthis property still exisfs Ernest took portrait photos.

Photographi
E. C. YOUENS, " st
17 & 19, TOWER ROAD, DARTFORD.

Portraits, Groups, Wedding and Garden Parties, Landscapes,
Architecture, &ec., in Silyer, Platinum, Bromide, &e.
PRICE LISTS FREE. ENLARGEMENTS MADE TO ANY SIZE.

1913advert
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Ernest s studio at 17 & 19 Tower

He alsobuilt up a collection of local photos, which he offered for sale.

1908 advert

In March 1906 Ernestwrote a letterpublished in théartford Chroniclesuggesting that a museum

be established in Dartford. An exhibition of local antiquitiesweld that year in aom in the
Congregational ChuréhA museum committee was formed by Dartford Urban District Couincil.

1907 it was decided to collect and display exhibits at the Dartford Technical Institute in Essex Road.
Ernest was appointed dsetHonorary Curator of this collection, a position he held until his death.

His role was unpaid at firsErnestwas later paid a small salary, which he sometimes used to acquire
specimens The museum was transferredstooom inthe newpublic library bulding in 1921,



