A DAY AT SEVENOAKS
You are invited to
The NWKFHS 39th Annual General Meeting and Family History Day
ON SATURDAY 22th APRIL 2017
to be held at
West Heath School, Ashgrove Road, Sevenoaks TN13 1SR
We are delighted that again we have been able to obtain another prestigious venue
for this year’s AGM - West Heath School. This school was founded in 1865 in West
Heath House, Abbey Wood, as a small boarding school. In 1879 the expanding School
moved to Ham Common, Surrey.
In 1932 the school moved to its present site, the 18th Century former home of the Elliot
family, when it was decided that Ham had become too suburbanised for a high class
girl’s boarding school. It was here that Princess Diana and her sisters were educated. In
the 1990s the school had financial difficulties due to falling numbers and was placed into
receivership in 1997. The school was acquired in 1998, through the generosity of
Mohamed Al Fayed and established as a charity to help the troubled children of the
nation. It is a living memorial to the life and work of its most famous pupil Diana,
Princess of Wales, who spent many happy days there.
PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY
09.30am
10.00am

Registration, Coffee and Raffle Tickets
Welcome - notices etc.

10.15am

Talk by Imogen Corrigan
Put That Light Out!
The 93rd (Searchlight) Regiment, Royal Artillery

11.30am
12.00pm

Comfort break and last chance to buy Raffle Tickets
Annual General Meeting

1.00pm

Lunch: Hot or Cold fork buffet. (See Below)
Browse Stalls and Raffle draw

2.30pm

Talk by Melanie Gibson-Barton
Wandering the Somme

4.30pm.

Traditional Afternoon Tea
Homemade scones clotted cream and strawberry jam.
This must be ordered in advance, not on the day.
Close

5.00pm

If you are joining us for Lunch and / or Tea it is essential that you book in advance and
return the booking form- showing your choice of main meal- by the 28th of February
2017 with your payment. You are welcome, of course, to bring your own lunch.
Guests of members are welcome and may use the booking form but they will not be
entitled to speak or vote during the AGM.
Please return the form even if you are only attending for the AGM, as this will enable
us to provide the correct amount of seating for the day.
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Getting There
The School is situated just to the south and west of the A225 which runs through
Sevenoaks from the A25 at Otford to The Weald roundabout on the A21.
Access is via Weald Road which is a few hundred yards south, and on the opposite side
to the entrance to Knole Park. Ashgrove Road is then a fork off to the right.
Ample parking is available as well as facilities for the disabled.
The nearest Railway Station is Sevenoaks in London Road.

Imogen CorrIgan: our first speaker of the day
Put That Light Out! TheSearchlight Girls
93rdSearchlight Regiment, Royal Artillery
Imogen is no stranger to our Society and has been a regular visitor to our various
branches for a while now. This is a new talk and very different from usual. Imogen was
herself a serving officer in the Woman’s Royal Army Corps for twenty years so she had a
special interest in researching this history.
One of the best-kept secrets of the military history of the British Isles is that of the 93 rd
Regiment. Very few people realise that this was an all all-female regiment this is the
only time so far that woman have been deployed on active duty as a regiment in the
world.
In fact they operated in very small groups across Britain, helping to keep the population
safe from attack by enemy aircraft. They had other important functions to fill one of which
was to help bring home battered aeroplanes with wounded men on board. In just 3
months in 1943, searchlight units homed 247 planes: a major contribution to the war
effort.
Their story is unsung but extremely moving, it is an unusual and fascinating story but I
will leave it to Imogen to tell it in her usual, enjoyable way.

Melanie Gibson Barton: our second speaker of the day
Wandering the Somme
Melanie is a regular visitor to our branch meetings and whatever the subject of the talk
she has never been known to disappoint.
This is the companion talk to Wandering Flanders Fields. We will be visiting the known
and less known sites of the Somme to commemorate the 100th anniversary in 2016.
Melanie accompanies her talk with an excellent power point presentation. Be inspired by
today’s beautifully restored landscape that witnessed momentous days during the First
World War. The talk contains other sites to see in the beautiful Somme area of France be assured it is much more than the usual mud and trenches
Melanie will be happy to answer any questions, at the end, and in fact she usually she
has a job to get away from us!

Afternoon Option
We are hoping to arrange a tour of the house and grounds for those who may wish to
stretch their legs. Also Knole Park is an easy walk away.
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